PREFACE

is complicated by a less ridiculous but quite as unpractical belief
that it is possible to assign to each person the exact portion of the
national income that he or she has produced. To a child it seems
that the blacksmith has made a horse-shoe, and that therefore the
horse-shoe is his. But the blacksmith knows that the horse-shoe
does not belong solely to him, but to his landlord, to the rate
collector and taxgatherer, to the men from whom he bought the
iron and anvil and the coals, leaving only a scrap of its value for
himself; and this scrap he has to exchange with the butcher and
baker and the clothier for the things that he really appropriates
as living tissue or its wrappings, paying for all of them more than
their cost; for these fellow traders of his have also their landlords
and moneylenders to satisfy. If, then, such simple and direct
village examples of apparent individual production turn out on
a moment's examination to be the products of an elaborate social
organization, what is to be said of such products as dreadnoughts,
factory-made pins and needles, and steel pens? If God takes the
dreadnought in one hand and a steel pen in the other, and asks
Job who made them, and to whom they should belong by maker's
right, Job must scratch his puzzled head with a potsherd and be
dumb, unless indeed it strikes him that God is the ultimate maker,
and that all we have a right to do with the product is to feed his
lambs.

LABOR TIME

So maker's right as an alternative to taking the advice of Jesus
would not work. In practice nothing was possible in that direc-
tion but to pay a worker by labor time: so much an hour or day
or week or year. But how much? When that question came up,
the only answer was "as little as he can be starved into accepting,"
with the ridiculous results already mentioned, and the additional
anomaly that the largest share went to the people who did not
work at all, and the least to those who worked hardest. In Eng-
land nine-tenths of the wealth goes into the pockets of one-tenth
of the population.
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